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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH — INFLUENZA AND RESPIRATORY ILLNESS DATABASE 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [3.07 pm]: I rise to inform the members of the house about 
a new Department of Health initiative to centralise the release of influenza and winter respiratory illness data. 
Firstly, I send my condolences to the families of those who have tragically died as a result of influenza and 
respiratory illness this year. 

As members will be aware, the 2019 influenza illness season started earlier this year than in previous years. 
Already we have seen the result of this, with a more than 11 per cent increase in emergency department 
presentations to date in 2019. In May alone, there have been 3 284 reported notifications. This is the highest 
number of notifications in any one month since reporting began. This year to date there have been 5 777 confirmed 
notifications compared with 1 293 for the same period in 2018. This represents a quadrupling in flu cases year on 
year. As a result, the Department of Health has developed a weekly fact sheet that will include key data on 
confirmed influenza cases, hospital presentations and deaths. It will also provide information on vaccination uptake 
for the national immunisation program. Further, the fact sheet will provide data on emergency department 
presentations related to winter respiratory illness—influenza and other illnesses that give clinically similar 
symptoms on presentation. The fact sheet will be published on the news page of the Department of Health’s website 
during the influenza season, and will be updated every Tuesday afternoon. This resource will be used as 
a centralised source of data and will be complemented by a question and answer sheet covering information on 
vaccine availability, dominant influenza strains, and explanations on data collation and comparison. 
Despite the difficulties caused by this unprecedented flu season, I would like to acknowledge the fantastic work 
that our health staff continue to do for patients in Western Australia. I note that last Tuesday was the busiest day 
ever for the emergency department at Fiona Stanley Hospital, with 383 patients attending, making it the busiest ED 
for its size in Australia. Over 70 per cent of patients attending were treated within four hours, building on the 
finding of the Productivity Commission that Western Australia has the best performing emergency departments in 
Australia under the four-hour rule. 
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